Alaska State Troopers Press Release of Wednesday, November 26, 2014

Any charges reported in these press releases are merely accusations and 
the defendants are presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty.

A Detachment


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Klawock
Case number: AK14091778
Type: MVC-D
Text: On 11/26/14 at approximately 0700 hours, Alaska State Troopers on Prince of Wales Island responded to mile eight of the Klawock-Hollis Hwy for a report of a single vehicle collision. Investigation revealed that Bruce C. May, age 56 of Hollis, had been travelling westbound on the Klawock-Hollis Hwy near mile eight when he lost control his 1996 Mazda pickup due to the icy road conditions. May's vehicle left the roadway, rolled over once, and came to rest in the ditch. Damages to the vehicle were estimated at $2000. May did not sustain any injuries in the incident.  
Author: BAM0  
Received Wednesday, November 26, 2014 8:26 AM and posted Wednesday, November 26, 2014 8:53 AM


B Detachment

 
-------------------------------------------------

Location: Wasilla

Case numbers: AK14091069

Type: Warrant Arrest

Text: On 11/23/2014 at approximately 0507 hours, Alaska State Troopers conducted a traffic stop on a 1998 Chevrolet pickup near the intersection of Parks Highway and Palmer-Wasilla Highway for an equipment violation. After identifying himself to the investigating Trooper, the passenger, Richard Campos (age 30) of Wasilla, fled from the vehicle on foot and attempted to elude the Trooper. With the assistance of Wasilla Police Department, Campos was found and arrested shortly thereafter. Investigation revealed Campos had an active outstanding warrant for his arrest on the charge of Escape in the 4th Degree. Campos was arrested and remanded into the custody of Matsu Pretrial Facility where he was held without bail.  

Author: NLB1 
Received Wednesday, November 26, 2014 5:26 AM and posted Wednesday, November 26, 2014 5:35 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Talkeetna
Case number: AK14091715
Type:  MVC - Injury 
Text:  On 11/25/14 at approximately 1926 hours, AST Dispatch received a report of an MVC with injuries at approximately mile 91 of the Parks Highway in Talkeetna, involving a vehicle and a dog team. Investigation revealed a northbound vehicle driven by Mabel Quilliam age 68 of Talkeetna, left the roadway and struck an ATV which was being pulled by the dog team. The operator of the ATV, Karin Hendrickson age 44 of Talkeetna suffered suspected back injuries in the crash and was transported from the scene by Talkeenta EMS. The sixteen dog team broke loose from the ATV during the crash.   
Author: MTS0 
Received Wednesday, November 26, 2014 8:26 AM and posted Wednesday, November 26, 2014 8:43 AM


C Detachment


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Kivalina
Case number: AK14090926
Type: Assault 3rd Domestic Violence
Text: On 11/21/14, Kotzebue AST received a report of a disturbance at the native store in the village of Kivalina. AST investigation revealed Thomas R. Swan 25 yoa of Kivalina, had placed a family member in fear of serious physical injury with a weapon. After the incident, it was reported that Thomas Swan had left Kivalina and was headed up the river on his snowmachine. On 11/22/14, AST received a report that Thomas was back in the village. AST was able to contact him at his residence and place him under arrest on one count of Assault 3rd. Thomas was transported and remanded to the Kotzebue regional jail pending arraignment. 
Author:  AZG0 
Received Wednesday, November 26, 2014 9:26 AM and posted Wednesday, November 26, 2014 9:29 AM


----------------------------------------
Location: Noatak
Case number: AK14091686
Type: Theft 3rd and Violation of conditions of release
Text: On 11/23/14, Noatak Village Public Safety Officer Michael Gagliano received a  report of a theft at a residence in the village. VPSO investigation revealed Janet Sherman 37 yoa of Noatak, had stolen a pair of seal skin slippers valued at $350 from a residence.  Janet Sherman is currently on conditions of release on an unrelated case with a condition for her to obey all laws. Janet was placed under arrest for one count each of Theft 3rd and Violation on conditions of release. Janet was transported and remanded to KRJ pending arraignment. The slippers were returned to the owner.
Author: AZG0 
Received Wednesday, November 26, 2014 9:26 AM and posted Wednesday, November 26, 2014 9:31 AM



-----------------------------------------

Location: Kotzebue
Case number: AK12236676/AK12234111
Type: Attempted murder / Robbery / Theft / Misconduct Involving Weapons (UPDATE)

Update: On Nov. 17, 2014, the Kotzebue Superior Court jury trial began on two cases (2KB 12-625CR and 2KB 12-603CR) involving Teddy K. Smith, 47, of Kiana.  The case was turned over to the jury on Nov. 25 and after approximately four hours of deliberation, the jury found Smith guilty of two counts of first-degree attempted murder; two counts of first-degree robbery; two counts of second-degree theft; and two counts of first-degree assault stemming from the incident on the Squirrel River on Sept. 18, 2012.  Additionally the jury returned a guilty verdict on three counts of third-degree assault stemming for the altercation in Kiana on Sept. 7, 2012 that lead to Smith hiding from authorities until the altercation on Sept. 18, 2012 and his arrest on Sept. 19, 2012 on the Squirrel River. Sentencing is scheduled for April 29, 2015.

No evidence was discovered to indicate foul play was involved in the death of his mother, Dolly Smith, on Sept. 7, 2012.

Original press releases:

AK12236676: On 9/19/12 after Alaska State Troopers assisted in transporting the two gunshot victims to Kiana they were subsequently identified as Paul James Buckel age 46 of Kotzebue, Alaska, who was later transported to Fairbanks Memorial Hospital and Charles W. Buckel Jr. age 47 of Fostoria, Michigan, who was later transported to Providence Hospital in Anchorage. Both victims provided Alaska State Troopers with details of the incident at the hunting cabin on the Squirrel River, on the evening of 9/18/12.

Teddy Kyle Smith, age 45 of Kiana, was identified as the suspect in the shooting of the Buckel brothers. With the aid of Alaska State Trooper and Alaska Wildlife Trooper aircraft, an inflatable boat matching the description of the one stolen from the victims was spotted by air just before noon on 9/19/12 on the Squirrel River approximately 35 miles upriver from Kiana.

Additional Alaska State Troopers, to include members of the Northern Special Emergency Reaction Team (SERT), were flown into Kiana on 9/19/12 and plans were developed to safely intercept the suspect. On the morning of 9/20/12 approximately 12 State Troopers used aircraft and watercraft to stage about 16 miles up the Squirrel River from Kiana. At this location at approximately 1445 hours on 9/20/12, Teddy K. Smith was contacted in the stolen boat by Alaska State Troopers and surrendered without injury or incident. As a result of this investigation, an arrest warrant has been obtained from the Kotzebue Court for Smith, charging him with two counts of attempted murder in the first degree, two counts of theft in the second degree, one count of robbery in the first degree and misconduct involving weapons in the third degree with bail on these offenses set at $500,000.00. Smith will be transported to Kotzebue Jail pending court arraignment tomorrow.  Alaska State Troopers would like to recognize the significant community support from the residents of Kiana who contributed to bringing a safe conclusion to this serious event.

On 9/19/12 at 0336 hours Alaska State Troopers in Kotzebue were notified that two adult males who had been floating down the Squirrel River had stopped at a cabin, on the evening of 9/18/12, about 40 miles upriver from the community of Kiana.  When the hunters stopped, they found another male already staying in the cabin, an altercation occurred and the two hunters were both shot.  The unknown suspect then stole the victims' inflatable boat and hunting equipment and began floating down river. Alaska State Troopers responded this morning at daylight and transported both victims, who were suffering from gunshots, to Kiana where a waiting medevac flight took over care. One individual has transported to a hospital in Kotzebue. The other is being transported to a hospital in Anchorage.  Information on the victims is not being released at this time. Troopers are currently at the cabin where the incident occurred and in the community of Kiana, awaiting further resources before beginning a search of the approximately 40 miles of terrain, in an attempt to locate and arrest the suspect. 

AK12234111: Arrest warrants were issued for Teddy Smith, 45 yoa, of Kiana for Assault 3rd and Misconduct Involving Weapons in the 4th degree with bail set at $10,000.00 plus court appointed third party. The charges stem from the investigation following the death of Dolly Smith on 9/7/2012 in Kiana. Investigation revealed that Teddy Smith had been drinking and after first responders arrived on scene at the residence of Dolly Smith he had discharged a firearm at a crowd of people while outside the residence. Teddy Smith fled the area and has not been seen since. Teddy Smith should be considered armed and dangerous and anyone with information on his whereabouts is a
sked to contact the Alaska State Troopers in Kotzebue 442-3222.

Troopers have no information that the community of Kiana or the surrounding villages and residents in the region are in danger. No threats have been received. Troopers initially requested the residents in Kiana stay indoors during the response and search for Teddy Smith the first 24 hours.  Since then there have been no requests from AST to lockdown or close any community, airport or school. Troopers are in the community to investigate the death of Dolly Smith.

Troopers are in the community to investigate the death of Dolly Smith which is ongoing.

On 9/8/12, the state Medical Examiner's Office requested that Dolly Smith's body be sent to Anchorage for autopsy. Next of kin have been notified and the facts surrounding Smith's death are still under investigation. Troopers remain in Kiana while continuing the investigation. Troopers are seeking to contact with anyone that may have further information and ask they contact the Alaska State Troopers in Kotzebue at 442-3222.

On 9/7/12 at approximately 2128 hour, Kotzebue AST were notified of a suspicious death in the village of Kiana. Dolly Smith, approximately 70 of Kiana, was discovered deceased. Troopers responded to the village. Anchorage ABI also has sent two investigators to the village to assist with the investigation. This is an ongoing investigation 

Received Wednesday, November 26, 2014 12:26 PM and posted Wednesday, November 26, 2014 12:50 PM


D Detachment


Location:  Fairbanks
Case number:  AK14091697
Type:  Assault in the 4th Degree/Criminal Mischief in the 5th Degree
Text:  On November 25, 2014 the Alaska State Troopers received a report of a domestic disturbance. Investigation resulted in the arrest of Robert Forsland, age 46 of Fairbanks, for Assault in the Fourth Degree and Criminal Mischief in the Fifth Degree. Robert was transported to Fairbanks Correctional Center where he was remanded on his charges.
Author: BDS1 for ZHJ0 
Received Wednesday, November 26, 2014 1:26 AM and posted Wednesday, November 26, 2014 1:07 AM


Location:  Fairbanks
Case number:  AK14091362
Type:  Violating Conditions of Release
Text:  On November 25, 2014 the Alaska State Troopers contacted William Johnson Jr, age 35 of Fairbanks, in regards to a recent report a disturbance. Investigation resulted in William's arrest for Violating Conditions of Release. William was transported to Fairbanks Correctional Center and remanded on his charge.
Author: BDS1 for ZHJ0 
Received Wednesday, November 26, 2014 1:26 AM and posted Wednesday, November 26, 2014 1:08 AM

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Fairbanks
Incident number: AK14091787
Type: Warrant Arrest
Text: On November 26, 2014 at approximately 8:30 AM, Alaska State Troopers in Fairbanks responded to a residence in an attempt to contact 37 year old Joseph Barney who had an outstanding arrest warrant.  Troopers contacted Joseph and arrested him on his warrant. 
Author: MGS2
-------------------------------------------------- 
Received Wednesday, November 26, 2014 5:26 PM and posted Wednesday, November 26, 2014 5:16 PM


-----------------------------------------------------------
Location: Fairbanks
Case number: AK14091852
Type: Misconduct Involving Weapons
Text: On 11/26/2014 at about 1322 Hours Alaska State Troopers in Fairbanks conducted an investigation, after a female walked into post and reported a disturbance between her and her live in boyfriend. Subsequently Matthew A. Taylor (29 yoa of Fairbanks) was arrested, and remanded to Fairbanks Correctional Center on two counts of Misconduct Involving Weapons in the 3rd Degree. 

Author: JRE1
----------------------------------------------------------- 
Received Wednesday, November 26, 2014 10:26 PM and posted Wednesday, November 26, 2014 10:57 PM


E Detachment

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Girdwood
Case number: AK14091695
Type: Misconduct Involving a Controlled Substance 6
Text: On 11/25/14 at approximately 1722 hours, Alaska State Troopers stopped a silver Subaru Outback for an equipment violation near mile post 98.0 of the Seward Highway. The driver was identified as Jacob McEwen, age 18 of Anchorage, by his AKOL. Investigation revealed McEwen was in possession of marijuana. McEwen was issued a misdemeanor citation for Misconduct Involving a Controlled Substance 6 and released.
Author: MAZ0
------------------------------------------------- 
Received Wednesday, November 26, 2014 10:26 PM and posted Wednesday, November 26, 2014 10:56 PM


AK Wildlife Troopers


------------------------------------------------------
Location: Fairbanks
Incident Number: AK14089612
Type: Warrant Arrest
Text: On 11/17/14 at 0830 hours, Fairbanks-based Alaska Wildlife Troopers arrested Brenda Roberts, 48 YOA of Fairbanks, for an outstanding arrest warrant for failing to appear for a Misconduct Involving a Controlled Substance 4 charge. Roberts was remanded to Fairbanks Correctional Center.
Author: DZH1 
Received Wednesday, November 26, 2014 8:26 AM and posted Wednesday, November 26, 2014 8:37 AM


--------------------------------------------
Location: Coffman Cove
Case number: AK14091171
Offense: D.W.R.L
Text: On 11/23/14, the Alaska Wildlife Troopers Prince of Wales conducted a traffic stop of a vehicle for an equipment violation. The traffic stop led to Cary Walker, 43 YOA, of Coffman Cove for driving with a revoked license. She has a mandatory appearance in the Craig District Court.    
Author: JPR1 
Received Wednesday, November 26, 2014 12:26 PM and posted Wednesday, November 26, 2014 12:39 PM


AK Bureau of Investigation


---------------------------------------------------------
Location: North Pole, AK
Case number: AK14091736
Type:  Warrant Arrest

Text:  On 11-25-14, at about 2151 hours, investigators with the Special Crimes Investigation Unit (SCIU) located Ronald David Forsland, age 50, of Fairbanks, at a residence off Park Way, in North Pole, and arrested him on an outstanding no bail felony warrant. The warrant was for a Petition to Revoke Probation (PTRP) for the original charges of Assault 2nd and Assault 4th DV.  Forsland was transported to the Fairbanks Correctional Center via the North Pole Police Department, where he was remanded for the warrant.

Author: MSI0 
Received Wednesday, November 26, 2014 2:26 AM and posted Wednesday, November 26, 2014 2:14 AM

 
Location: Bethel
Case number:  AK14091712	
Type: Misconduct Involving a Controlled Substance in the Fourth Degree
Text: On 11/25/2014, the Bethel Office of the Western Alaska Alcohol and Narcotics Team received a tip about possible marijuana smuggling into the Village of Kasigluk.  KIMBERLY WETHERINGTON, 28, of Bethel was arrested and remanded to the Yukon-Kuskokwim Correctional Center after she was caught attempting to smuggle a half-pound of marijuana into Kasigluk through a local airline.  The marijuana was estimated to be worth $11,050.  
Author: TAM1 
Received Wednesday, November 26, 2014 11:26 AM and posted Wednesday, November 26, 2014 11:50 AM


Headquarters...No news reported.

AK Bureau of Highway Patrol

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Mile 145 Sterling Highway 
Case number: AK14091702
Type: Motor vehicle Collision- Fatality
Text: On 11-25-2014 at 1735 hours the Alaska State Troopers received a report of a two vehicle collision at mile 145 Sterling Highway, near Anchor Point involving numerous injuries.  Anchor Point Troopers along with Soldotna BHP responded. Investigation revealed Kayla Rodasti (29 YOA of Homer) was driving a Subaru sedan southbound on the Sterling Highway when she lost control on the icy roads and crossed into the northbound Lane. Rodasti was the only occupant of the Subaru. The vehicle was struck on the passenger side by a Kia SUV that was northbound. Rodasti was pronounced dead on scene. The Kia was driven by Cristina Reutov (24 YOA of Homer), along with five passengers (two adults and three children). All occupants in the Kia sustained injuries and were transported to the hospital in Homer.  Two of the child passengers sustained life threatening injuries and were flown to Anchorage for treatment. All involved parties except for one child were properly restrained. The medical examiner's office was contacted and the body was taken to Peninsula Memorial Funeral Home.  The next of kin was notified. Investigation continues.    
Author: RAS5 
Received Wednesday, November 26, 2014 12:26 AM and posted Wednesday, November 26, 2014 12:48 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Palmer
Case number: AK14091711
Type: DWLS 
Text: On 11/25/2015 at approximately 1834 hours Alaska State Troopers wit
h the Bureau of Highway Patrol stopped a vehicle near mile 34 of the Glenn 
Highway for an equipment violation.  The driver of the vehicle was identifi
ed as Karl Starheim, age 52, of Wasilla.  Starheim was found to be driving 
with a suspended license.  Starheim was issued a misdemeanor citation to ap
pear in the Palmer court for DWLS.  The vehicle was released to a licensed 
driver.
Author: AAG1 
Received Wednesday, November 26, 2014 9:26 AM and posted Wednesday, November 26, 2014 9:35 AM


--------------------------------------------
Location: Fairbanks
Case number: AK14091779
Type: MVC-I

Text: On 11/26/2014 at approximately 0709 hours, Alaska State Troopers in F
airbanks investigated a two vehicle collision at the intersection of Murphy
 Dome Road and Sheep Creek Road.  Investigation revealed that Jessica Pan
ko, 49 YOA of Fairbanks, was driving a Jeep Cherokee down Murphy Dome Road 
in Fairbanks. Panko was not able to stop her vehicle at the posted stop sig
n at the intersection.  Subsequently, her vehicle slid through the inters
ection and collided head on into a 1991 Saab. The Saab was driven by Sarita
 Welch, 52 YOA of Fairbanks. Welch was transported to Fairbanks Memorial Ho
spital and evaluated, her injuries are not life threatening. Panko and her 
passenger did not report any injuries. Icy roads appear to be a contributin
g factor in the wreck. Motorists are encouraged to use caution and drive at
 prudent speeds. They are also encouraged to give themselves plenty of time
 to stop at intersection and leave plenty of space between themselves and v
ehicles in front of them while commuting throughout the Fairbanks North Sta
r Borough .  
Received Wednesday, November 26, 2014 1:26 PM and posted Wednesday, November 26, 2014 1:41 PM


AK Bureau of Judicial Services...No news reported.

AK Div of Fire and Life Safety...No news reported.


End of Dispatch